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the German people regarded with great anxiety; it would be praise-
worthy if the League turned its attention to securing respect
for the autonomy of the Memel Territory and made it a reality
before events took a form which would one day be regretted on
all sides. Such a statement could not but revive interest in the
Memel question throughout Europe despite the League crisis,
to which, in fact, Hitler's speech added a fresh perplexity, as it
contained a plain hint that he might have to take action against
Lithuania that would be construed as "aggression." The Memel
elections were approaching, and Hitler said that the Lithuanian
Government's preparations for them were contemptuous and
unjust. But the guarantor Powers had already received assurances
from Kovno that the elections would be carried out in accordance
with the Memel Statute of 1924, and that a recent modification
of the electoral law which the Memellanders thought inimical
to them would not be applied in derogation of the Statute. German
feeling, however, remained intensely dissatisfied, and a hot
campaign against Lithuania was prosecuted by the German
Press. There was much speculation concerning the attitude
of Poland, especially as Beck had discussed the position of affairs
in Memel with Lozoraitis, the Lithuanian Foreign Minister, at
Geneva, but with no published outcome. As the elections drew
near anxiety in Poland increased. On September 25 the repre-
sentatives of the guarantor Powers in Geneva conferred with
Lozoraitis, and were assured by him that his Government would
take no action in contradiction with the Statute; but the outcry
in Germany did not stop. Some concessions to the Memellanders
were made by Lithuania, and in the event the elections, which
lasted two days, September 29-30, passed off without major
disturbances and issued in a great victory for the Memellanders,
the result, which was not officially announced till mid-October,
being 55,716 votes for the German Memellaader candidates
and 12,925 for the Lithuanian, the party strengths in the Memel
Diet being 24 German to 5 Lithuanian representatives, which
was the same as in the previous Diet. The trouble was by no
means over.
Danzig figured in the League Council on September 23, but